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ABSTRACT

. This report presents information about the involvement of
federally funded Head Start Programs for 3- and 4-year-olds and state-funded
Farly Childhood Assistance Programs (ECAP) for 4-year-olds in the Head
Start/ECAP Outcomes Project in the state of Delaware. Information about child
developmental skills and family goals was collected at the beginning and end
of the 2001-2002 program year. A total of 596 children and their families
were selected randomly for tracking for the Outcomes Project; data from 490
children representing 12 programs are included in the child outcomes section
of the report. Following an introductory section describing how families and
children were selected for the project, Section 2 of the report presents
findings related to child outcomes. Section 3 focuses on family and community
outcomes. Findings of the Outcomes Project indicate that children served by
these programs were progressing in social and emotional development,
cognitive and communication skills, physical health, and in overall skill
attainment. Families being served by Head Start and ECAP programs completed a
majority of the goals identified in their Family Partnership Agreements. Over
42 percent of goals were accomplished with the help of community resources,
suggesting that Head Start and ECAP are creating effective partnerships with
community agencies to better serve these families. Goals of transition
planning and education were identified by the highest number of families. The
report's three appendices include the family and community outcomes form, a
sample child development outcomes form, and a list of assessment instruments.
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